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" uncleanness," showing that to understand adequately the Hebrew 
conception of uncleanness it is necessary to be conversant with the 
customs of the Semites in general. The word "Dip he associates with 
the Hiphil of S*ip, which is the best explanation known. The distinc- 
tion between "guilt" and "sin " offerings he finds difficulty in tracing. 
In " Azazel " ( = "scapegoat," A. V. 16 : 8, 22) he sees a demon, prob- 
ably the chief demon of the wilderness. 

In general, the commentary is compact, critical, thorough, well 
planned, and, to those who accept readily minute analyses on the prin- 
ciple of chronological development, satisfactory. It is not exhaustive 
by any means, but crisp and brief, as the name of the series would lead 
us to expect. It will serve as a companion to the other commentaries 
on Leviticus by Dillmann-Ryssel, 1897, and by Bantsch, 1900, and be 
of real value. 

George L. Robinson. 

McCormick Theological Seminary, 
Chicago. 

Commentarius in Deuteronomium. Auctore Francisco de 
Hummelauer. Parisiis: Lethielleux, 1901. Pp. viii + 568. 
Fr. 10. 

This volume, like the preceding ones, by the same author, on the 
first four books of the Pentateuch, belongs to the famous " Cursus Scrip- 
turae Sacrae," published by Lethielleux, of Paris. The authors of this 
series unanimously claim to give modern science its due, while, at the 
same time, professing to adhere strictly to the teachings of the Catho- 
lic church. Not all, however, seem to understand those two points 
in the same manner. While some of the volumes, particularly the 
introductory ones by Fr. Comely, display the most strict and constant 
conservatism, others, like those from Fr. de Hummelauer's pen, show 
a steadily increasing tendency to accept such principles of modern 
criticism as can be reconciled with Catholic doctrine ; which means a 
great deal, if we judge from the conclusions at which the author arrives, 
and which we shall sum up briefly. 

Moses wrote the two passages, Deut. 1 : 1-3, and 31:14 — 34 : 12. 
These were originally consecutive, and formed the complement 
(coronis) of what the author calls the "Bipartite Book" {liber bipartitus 
or Acta Jahve per Moysen ; A, " Sinaitica," 1. <?., Exodus and Leviticus ; 
B, " Moabitica," /. <?., Numbers). Moses wrote also the " Book of the 
Discourses of Moses," viz., the first discourse (1 : 5 — 4 = 44) and the 
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second (4 144 — n : 32 and 28 : 1 — 29 : 1, originally consecutive), which 
contains the Thorah proper or the " Book of the Covenant." The 
" History of the Restoration of the Covenant in the Land of Moab " 
(29 : 2 — 31 : 13) is also the work of Moses, but 26 : 16 — 27 : 26 must be 
ascribed to Joshua. The great collection of laws, 12 : 1 — 26 : 15, is 
from the pen of Samuel. Moreover, the author does not believe that 
we have Deuteronomy now as it resulted from the joint work of the 
three prophets. Deuteronomy, he concludes (p. 107), is a book 
which has been both shortened and increased. It is no longer in its 
primitive shape. It is a restored book. God could have provided 
differently. He has not, however. That miracle was not necessary to 
his end. Nay, it might have interfered with it, for he wanted to punish 
the Jews for the contempt of his law, first given to them in full and 
clear, by allowing that same law to be mutilated and obscured. 

It is clear that in his conclusions the author does not go hand in 
hand with other critics ; he does so, however, in his principles ; and 
this is unquestionably the essential and durable element in his work. 
Does not many a non-Catholic clergyman envy the freedom with which 
the learned Jesuit deals with the biblical problems ? 

H. Hyvernat. 

Catholic University of America. 



The Uncanonical Writings of the Old Testament, found in 
the Armenian Manuscripts of the Library of St. Lazarus. 
Translated into English by Jacques Issaverdens. Venice : 
Armenian Monastery of St. Lazarus. Pp. 703. Fr. 8. 

This volume is a translation of a volume of Armenian apocryphs 
issued by the same press in 1896. The translation is fairly accurate, 
and although the translator is an Armenian, his diction is dignified 
and elegant. His style is modeled on that of the English Bible and 
Milton. 

The following are the apocryphs contained in the volume, 
arranged in groups as they belong together : 

1. The Book of Adam — History of the Creation and Transgression of 
Adam — Of his Expulsion — Of Cain and Abel — Of the Good Tidings of Seth 
— Of the Repentance of Adam and Eve — Adam's Words unto Seth — The 
Death of Adam. 

2. The History of Assaneth — Her Prayer — The Coming of Jacob into 
Goshen. 

3. The History of Moses. 



